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VICTORY DEMONSTRATION IN UNION SQUARE! 


Party Swin 
Action on 


Anti 


gs Into 
National 


-War Campaign 


Reports from Branches Show Real Progress 
In Activity, But Fund Collections Lag 


Behind the Rest of 


By HAL DRAPER 
Secretary Campaign Committee 
Calais goes over the top— 
twice! 


One comrade sends in the 
full quota for the campaign for 
this town in the rock-ribbed Re- 
publican state of Maine, giving 
it a percentage of 200 on the 
quota for September 15, which 
is half of the full quota, 

As Maine goes, so goes the 
nation—or doesn't it? That list 
of branches with 00.00 after 
their names will tell us in the 
next week or two. Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Philadelphia, St. 
Louis, San Francisco—each 
with a quota of $100 or more 
and 00.00 turned in—had better 
get busy or the ‘provinces’ 
will run away with all the 
prizes. 

We need that Anti-War Fund 
NOW! We need it to expand 
our press; to put out a steady 
stream of cheap popular pam- 
phiets; to send out organizers 
all over the country who will 
carry our anti-war message to 
every state in the Union—our 
goal is 30 new full-time organ- 


the Campaign 


izers in the next period; we 
need it to carry out the tasks 
of this campaign as well as 
those campaigns that will fol- 
low. The building of the anti- 
war party can’t wait! 


While the fund-gathering part 
of the campaign is starting 
slowly, the branches continue 
te send in reports of progress 
in the campaign for the Peo- 
ple's Referendum on War. It 
is clear by now thet, more than 
at any previous time, the Party 
has been swung into action in a 
common drive of agitation and 
action AS A NATIONAL UNIT. 
A good start has been made in 
transforming the Party into a 
CAMPAIGN PARTY which can 
concentrate its forces from East 
to West in a single effort, 

Now the branches have the 
floor. 


LYNN 


The Lynn branch secretary 
starts with a good opening sen- 
tence. "Enclosed please find 
money order for $23 which is 
the first instalment of our 


(Continued on Page 2) 


ANTI-WAR FUND SCOREBOARD 


$10,000 FUND DRIVE 


WPA Wage 
Cuts Take 


Effect in 


September 


Slashes Are Blow at 
General Wage Stand- 
ards of Workers 


By NEIL WHITE 

Substantial wage cuts for all 
WPA workers in 36 states were 
announced August 16 by Col. 
F. C. Harrington, national WPA 
administrator. 

The wage cuts were promul- 
gated against all WPA workers 
in the East, the mid-West and 
the West. The 36 states affected 
comprise the vast majority of 
the population of the country, 

The cuts are to go into effect 
on September 1, 

In cities of 100,000 or more 
in the area affected, the larg- 
est category of WPA workers, 
“unskilled labor," is to be cut 
about $7.80 a month. In New 
York, for example, the WPA 
wage for this category will be 
cut from the former figure of 
$59.80 down to $52 a morth, 


Fascism 


can be stopped! 


Clinch the Victory 


Over Fascist Bands! 


Fascist preparations for a parade from Columbus Circle to Union 
Square on Saturday, August 19, reached their high point on Thursday, 
August 17, when Fritz Kuhn's official organ of the Nazi Bund printed 
military orders to the Nazi Brown Shirts to come out in full force. 

This fascist provocation got the answer it deserved! Hundreds of 
thousands of anti-fascists declared THEIR determination to hold a 
counter-demonstration against the fascists in Union Square on Satur- 
day, August 19. 

The fascists are bold only whe n no one resists them. When they saw 
what was coming, the fascists began to back down. First Coughlin him- 
self, then his Christian Front and now, on Coughlin’s orders his shock- 
troops, the Christian Mobilizers, have withdrawn from the parade. The 
fascists have crawled back to their holes—temporarily. 


The anti-fascists of New York have scored their first victory! 


Anti-fascists of New York: clinch this victory over the fascist gun- 
men, anti-Semites, Jim Crowers and union busters! 

Defend your unions! Defend your liberties! 

ALL OUT TO UNION SQUARE SATURDAY, AUG. 19, 4:30 P.M.! 


Smaller cuts go into effect at 
the same time against other 
categories of WPA workers. 

Roosevelt Ordered Cuts 

These vicious cuts constitute 
the Roosevelt administration's 
interpretation of the provision 
in the Roosevelt-Woodrum Re- 
lief Law signed by President 
Roosevelt on June 30, which 
provided that geographical 
wage differentials shall be ad- 
justed to differences in the cost 
of living. Previously Northern 
and Eastern wage scales were 
higher because the labor un- 
ions have won higher wage 
scales there than in the South. 

These wage-cuts, aimed 
against the overwhelming ma- 


Fritz Kuhn, 


his thousands 
Troopers for 


rade Saturday 


bund, 


Bundits Ordered 
To Parade by 
Nazi Fuehrer 


American Bund fuehrer’s or- 
ders for the mobilization of 


the Coughlin 
“Christian Mobilizers"” 


page 6 of the August 17 issue 
of the official organ of the 
“Deutscher Weckruf 


the Nazi- 


Lay Relief Cuts at 


of Storm- 


pa- 


appear On|/New York State Federation 


Branch Quota—50% Paid Percent 
by Sept. 15 Paid 
Calais $ 5.00 $ 5.00 200.00 
Rochester 50.00 20.00 80.00 
Lynn 100.00 23.00 46.00 
St. Paul 200.00 46.00 46.00 
Flint .... 20.00 3.00 33.33 
Cleveland 200,00 30.00 30.00 
Newark 350.00 48.50 2m 
Boston 400,00 54.00 27.00 
Gardner- Fitchburg 15,00 2.00 26.66 
Kansas ...... 15.00 1.50 20.00 
Minneapolis 1100.00 50.00 9.09 
New York 2200.00 50.00 4.50 
National Office 3400.00 20.00 20,00 
Akron . 100,00 00.00 «00 
Allentown 50.00 00.00 00 
Baltimore 10,00 00,00 -00 
Cambridge 5.00 00.00 00 
Chicago 530.00 00,00 00 
Cleveland 200.00 00,00 .00 
Columbus 15.00 00.00 «00 
Conneaut 5.00 00.00 00 
Danbury 10.00 00,00 00 
Denver 20.00 00,00 00 
Detroit z 50.00 00,00 «00 
New Hampshire 5.00 00.00 00 
East Chicago 20:00 00.00 .00 
Evansville 5.00 00.00 00 
Fargo 10.00 00.00 -00 
Fresno 10.00 00.00 00 
Hartford 5.00 00.00 00 
Indianapolis 5.00 00,00 00 
Lexington 10,00 00.00 00 
Los Angeles 400.00 00.00 00 
Louisville 10.00 00.00 00 
Marston Mills 5.00 00.00 00 
New Haven 40.00 00.00 100 
Oakland 80.00 00.00 00 
Omaha ‘ 10.00 00.00 «00 
Philadelphia 100.00 00.00 00 
Pittsburgh 00.00 00 
Plentywood 00.00 00 
Portland 00.00 00 
Quakertown 00.00 00 
Reading 00.00 00 
Ridgefield 00.00 00 
Sacramento 00.00 00 
St. Louis 00.00 00 
San Diego 00.00 00 
San Francisco 00.00 00 
Seattle 00.00 00 
South Bend 00.00 00 
‘Texas 00.00 00 
Toledo 00.00 «00 
Washington 00.00 00 
Woonsocket 00.00 00 
Worcester 00,00 00 
Youngstown 00.00 00 
Yellow Springs 00.00 00 


jority of WPA workers, were 
sugar-coated by being coupled 
with an announcement that in 
tne other twelve states, the 
South and Southwest, wage- 
raises were to go into effect, 
In cities of 100,000 or over in 
this area unskilled workers are 
to be raised from the present 
scale of $40.30 to $46.80, an in- 
crease of $6.50. 

But since very few cities of 
such size exist in this area, the 
major number of WPA workers 
in the Southern area, even with 
the increase, are to receive 
only $31.20 a month in cities un- 
der 5,000, and $36.40 in cities 
of 5,000 to 25,000. 

‘The main purpose behind the 
wage-cuts was revealed by the 


(Continued on Page 3) 


GREAT labor leader. 


At least, 


tics.” 
That is how he described thi 
Union Defense Guards against 


issued after Coughlin's attačk 
upon the EL.G.W.U. 

Some day, when he is right 
fascist buzz-saw, President 
wish he had organized the 


Dubinsky. 


David Dubinsky, President of the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers Union, is 


He is a PROGRESSIVE labor leader, 
that is what we are told. 

This great leader calls those workers who 
want to fight fascism EFFECTIVELY—"luna- 


statement—it was really an apology—which he 


Dubinsky may 
“Junatics’’ 
fighting guard to protect the labor movement 
from the lords of the concentration camp. 

But not all the spokesmen for labor are like 


In our last issue, we reported the statement. 
made to a meeting of Cleaners and Dyers 


und Beobachter,” 

It is addressed to the 
“Storm-Troops of the New 
York Division,” and orders 
them to fall into formations 
on West 54th Street, between 
8th and 9th avenues, at 6 
p.m, Saturday, The march 
route is described as from 
Columbus Circle “to Union 
Square—Moscow Platz." 

The order to march is 
signed: “New York com- 
mander: Wm, Wheeler-Hill, 
Parade Commander: Law- 
rence J. Gilpatrick.” 


Further instructions, the 


order concludes, can be se- 
cured by telephoning Butter- 
field 8-8347. 


AN EDITORIAL 


a 
Hoffman. 


ITES.”"" 


delegates rejected all resolu- 
tions favoring a “third term." 
The 1932 and 1936 conventions 
had endorsed Roosevelt for 
president, 

Only two out of 831 delegates 
voted against the motion to 
shelve the third-term resolu- 
tions. 


Meany Speaks Out 
George Meany, president of 
the State Federation, speaking 
Wednesday to the delegates in 
opposition to passage of the 
third-term resolutions, declar- 
ed that “I for one will not give 
a blank check indorsement to 
the New Deal policies because 
there is one policy of the New 


Deal that I absolutely and fun- 
damentally disagree with, and 


The Way to Fight Coughlin 
Is the Way of Labor Action 


Union Local 239 of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers by its General Manager, Alexander 


He called upon the union membership to— 
“RETURN BLOW FOR BLOW THE AT- 
TACKS OF FASCISTS AND COUGHLIN- 


That's the spirit! 


e advocates of” 
Fascism in the 


upon him and 
up against the 


into a 


civil war. 


If Labor girds its loins and organizes its 
fight under that kind of battle cry, Fascism 
will NEVER win in the United States. It will 
be smashed before it gets to first base. 

We endorse Brother 
both hands. All that’s needed is to translate 
it inte action, 

Coughlin has already threatened labor with 
He will fight it 

Let Labor learn from Spain not to be caught 
off guard by the American Franco. 


Hoffman's call with 


“in Franco's way.” 


Prepare in advance! Organize to fight the 


fascist wolves! Build Labor Defense Guards in 
every labor organization! 


New York AFL Meet Raps 
Roosevelt Anti-Labor Stand 


Delegates, Rejecting “Third Term” Motion, 


President’s Door 


By STANLEY LAUREN 
NEW XORK, Aug. 17—The 76th annual convention of the 


of Labor, representing over 


1,100,000 members, dealt a mighty blow to President Roosevelt 
when, because of his recent anti-labor stand against the pre- 
vailing wage and his attack on the WPA strike, the convention 


that is the policy of the so- 

called security wage which is 
in reality a starvation wage. 

“Let the record be clear. Let 
there be no misunderstanding. 
The security wage in the Wood- 
rum bill is a New Deal policy 
dictated by the New Deal and 
put over by the New Deal." 

Affects All Workers 

“I say that in the attack by 
the New Deal on the building 
trades, let each and every oth- 
ike trade take warning. We are 
continuing the fight right up to 
this very moment. We are go- 
ing to continue and let the oth- 
er trades who are not affected 
root for us, pray for us, and 
help us because if we go down 
just so surely do they go 
down.” 

In speaking on the fight of 
the Building and Construction 
Trades for the prevailing wage- 
rate, Matthew Woll, vice-presi- 
dont of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor denounced the 
presidential edict that “You 
can’t strike against the gov- 
ernment”, saying: 

“This is a new doctrine in 
America. Heretofore we be-) 
lieved that labor, whether en- 
gaged in government service or 
whether engaged in private em- 
ployment, had the right individ- 
ually or collectively to give up 
its employment if it deemed 
conditions such as to prompt it 
to use that as a means of pro-{ 
test. But now we are advised 
by Presidential proclamation 
that those engaged in public 
employment no Jonger have the 
right that is accorded to those 
in civil employment, and that 
they dare not and must not 
strike.” 

Woll spoke of the serious con- 
sequences of this declaration 
against the labor movement. 
He decried the government's 

(Continued on Page 2) 


German-American 
Fraternal Group 
Backs S.W.P. Call 


The Workmen's Sick & 
Death Benefit Fund of the 
United States, oldest work- 
ers’ fraternal organization in 
the country and founded by 
German-American trade un- 
ionists, signified its support 
of the August 19 anti-Cough- 
lin demonstration in the fol- 
lowing letter, dated August 
15, in answer to the Social- 
ist Workers Party's invita- 
tion for united front action 
against the fascist parade: 
“Socialist Workers Party 
|] 116 University Place 
New York, N. Y. 

“Dear Friends: 

“Your letter of August 11 
was read before our Nation- 
al Executive Board. How- 
ever, it was received too 
late to mobilize our mem- 
bership for the rally on Au- 
gust 19th. 

“We will try anyway to 


| 


have as many members 
there as we can possibly 
reach yet. 


“With best wishes for a 
successful counter - demon- 
stration on August 19th, we 
are 

Fraternally yours, 
J, BEISSWINGER, 
National Treasurer,” 


CIO AFFILIATE 
BACKS PEOPLE'S 
VOTE ON WAR 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 

FLINT, Mich.—In answer to 
Roosevelt's War Deal, the 
WPA and Unemployed auxil- 
jary of the UAW-CIO of Flint 
voted unanimously at its last 
meeting Friday, August 11, in 
support of a resolution demand- 
ing the right of the people to 
vote on war. 

There was no hesitation to 
support the War Referendum 
resolution on the part of the 
overwhelming majority of the 
members, Here and there 
but 


someone refused to vote, 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Resolution Blasting 


York labor center, 


Coughlinism with the almost u 
lowing resolution: 


of anti-Semitism in an attempt 
and 
WHEREAS, such tactics, 


for their religious beliefs, and 
WHEREAS, such fascistic 


they come into view, therefore 

RESOLVED, that the New 
bor, in convention assemble 
whether done by an individual, 


sw P Completes Plans 
For Giant Anti-Fascist 
Rally in Uni 


ion Square 


August 19 Mobiliza- 
tion Turned into Vic- 
tory Celebration 


NEW YORK, August 18— 
Preparations for the giant anti- 
fascist counter-demonstration 
Saturday at 4:30 P.M. in Union 
Square, in answer to the fascist 
parade from Columbus Circle, 
were going full steam ahead as 
the Socialist Appeal went to 
press. 

Everything indicates a huge 
lvally in Union Square and a 
powerful set-back to the fas- 
cists. 

More than 300,000 leaflets 
had been distributed, thousands 
of placards had been placed in 
display windows of stores and 


~r 


BULLETIN 

One hundred thousand leaf- 
lets were distributed Friday 
night by Local New York of the 
Socialist Workers Party, call- 
ing New York’s anti-fascist 
workers to join the victory cel- 
ebration in Union Square Sat- 
urday, 4:30 p.m, 


in Harlem tens of thousands of 


special leaflets appealing to 
Negroes to join the counter 
demonstration with their or- 
ganizations had been circu- 
lated by late afternoon today, 

In response to the call for 
united action of working class 
organizations to meet the fas- 
cist provocation, the Work- 
men’s Sick and Death Benefit 
Fund, one of the oldest work- 
ers’ fraternal organizations in 
the United States, pledged its 
support, 

The Anti - Fascist Labor 
Guard of New York announced 
that it supported the counter- 
demonstration and would send 
down members especially 
trained to help protect work- 
ers’ meetings from fascist at- 
tacks, 

C. P. Silent 

Leaders of the Communist 
Party had not yet responded to 
the August 11 letter to it from 
the Socialist Workers Party, 
asking for united front action 
on Saturday against the fascist 
threat. 

On August 16 the letter was 
followed up by a telegram to 
the New York County Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, 
(Continued on Page 8) 


New York AFL Convention Adopts 


Coughlinism 


On the eve of the Coughlin invasion of Union Square, New 
the convention of the New York State Fed- 
eration of Labor on August 17 put itself on record against 


unanimous adoption of the fol- 


WHEREAS, there is being spread in this State the poison 


t to divide the ranks of labor, 


using the pretext of ‘“‘Bolshe- 
vism" and the poisonous propaganda directed against people 


movements, beginning at first 


with attacks against labor organizations as ‘‘Communistic’’ 
and spewing religious prejudice in order to divide the popula- 
tion, have wound up in Italy and Germany by crushing the 
entire labor and trade union movement, and 

WHEREAS, an alert trade union movement, benefiting 
from the experience of European workmen, must be on guard 
against such union-wrecking attacks from the first moment 


be it 

York State Federation of La- 
d, condemns such agitation, 
a newspaper an association or 


any other agency, as un-Christian, anti-democratic. anti-labor 
and detrimental to the interests of the bona fide unions, whose 
function it is to afford protection to working men and women, 
regardless of race, color or cr 


eed. 
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In 
Labor 
Unions 


By B. J. WIDICK= 


CLEVELAND, Ohio—A much 
needed move to avoid the 
plague of jurisdictional fights 
within the AFL here was made 
last week under the impetus of 
the teamsters unions. 


Powerful AFL building and 
construction unions joined with 
the teamsters to set up a spe- 


cial committee to handle 
threatened jurisdictional dis- 
putes. 


Storm Center - 


A sore point in the labor 
movement here is the en- 
croachment of the Operating 
Engineers union on building 
trades unions. A showdown 
was threatened last week be- 
cause of the stubbornness of 
Frank Converse, czar of the 
engineers unions, on the points 
of dispute. Converse long has 
been a storm center of juris- 
aictional raids. 

Keystone of the plan to end 
costly intra-union fights les in 
the establishment of this au- 
thoritative committee which 
would function as a high tri- 
buna! with decision-making 
power. 

The jurisdictional committee, 
it was announced following a 
conference of influential labor 
leaders, consists of Ed Mur- 
phy, president of the teamsters 
district council, Wiliam Finne- 
gan, president of the Cleveland 
Federation of Labor, Thomas 
Lenahan, secretary of the fed- 
eration, and Albert Dalton, 
business agent of the building 
trades. 


Procedure Established 


Procedure to be followed is 
first for the unions involved to 
send representatives to a spe- 
cial conference to iron out the 
problem, 

If a deadlock is reached, ap- 
peal must be made to the com- 
mittee of four which would 
hold hearings and suggest a 
solution. If the unions still dis- 
agreed, the committee would 
have the power to render a 
final and binding decision. 

In event the committee of 
four was divided evenly on a 
question, it would unanimously 
select a fifth labor leader to 
participate and cast the decid- 
ing vote. 

Cleveland labor leaders said 
they expect formation of simi- 
lar committees on a nation- 
wide scale as part of the solu- 
tion to the jurisdictional prob- 
lems in the AFL. 


Answers CIO 


It frankly is a counter-move 
to the CIO threat of organizing 
in the building trades fields in 
opposition to the AFL. 

In the current dispute in 
Cleveland, the six unions which 
already have accepted the plan 
are the firemen and ollers, ex- 
cavating drivers, structural 
iron workers, stone cutters, ce- 
ment finishers and operating 
eugineers. 

Because the plan was spon- 
sored by the most powerful 
leaders in the labor movement 
here there is considerable hope 
that other unions will go along 
with the plan. Among those 
not yet in the agreement are 
the carpenters, bricklayers and 
lathers unions, 

The plan was made at an 
emergency conference called 


under the auspices of the 
teamsters last week. 
It was a counter-move to 


Converse's open threat to fight 
other craft unions which re- 
fused to allow encroachments 
by the operating engineers. 
Converse retreated from his 
position after the conference 
was held and he announced he 
would subscribe to the net set- 
up. 


ANNOUNCEMENT? 


THE FRIENDS of The Russian 
Bulletin ts to hold a boat-ride 
and picnic on Sunday, August 
27. The boat will sail from the 
Battery at 10:15 a.m. going 
up Long Island Sound to Rye 
Beach. There will be dancing 
aboard to the music of a first- 
rate orchestra. At Playland, 
in a section reserved for the 
Friends of The Russian Bul- 
letta, we will picnic all after- 
noon, a full program of 
sports, games, music, swim- 
ming, and fun galore being 
arranged. The return trip will 
be made on an evening boat, 
with a Broadway show to be 
offered, followed by dancing. 
Tickets are available at the 
National Office at the nom- 
inal price of only one dollar, 
Make your reservations im- 
mediately before the limited 
number of tickets are ex- 
hauste. 
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Party Swings Into 


Action on 
Ant 


National 


-War Campaign 


(Continued from Page 1) 
quota of $100 for the Anti-War 
Fund Drive, We have accepted 
our quota with the determina- 
tion to go over the top. Al- 
though money is scarce the 
comrades have assessed them- 
selves a day’s pay. Our sym- 
pathizers, having been shown 
by our anti-Coughlin drive that 
‘we mean business, are coming 
through better than we ex- 
pected. By hard plugging we 
expect to get there.” 

Show that the party means 
business—this is as good a 
statement of our job in a cam- 
paign as an article would be. 


BOSTON 


Still from Massachusetts, 
Comrade Tracy sends in a slug 
of $54 on its quota and adds: 
“To date the party members 
have pledged somewhere in the 
vicinity of $125.00 and we are 
counting quite heavily on the 
social and indoor meeting, both 
of which will be held in Sep- 
tember.” 

Two meetings per week are 
being held in different sections 
of the city, with the attendance 
around 75—which is small for 
Boston, but it seems an intense 
heat wave has been at work for 
a month and a half. ‘Four 
teams of two comrades each," 
continues Comrade Tracy, 
“have been assigned the task 
of door-to-door canvassing for 
signatures and the sale of pam- 
phlets and Appeals, There is 
a general mobilization every 
Saturday affernoon for street 
sales of the Appeal and the 
pamphlets." 


TOLEDO 


The Toledo branch contrib- 
utes an idea which other 
branches may be able to use. 
“The Party,” writes Fred 
Howard, campaign director, 
“nas carried on a downtown 
drive for petition signatures. 
We have a little stand with a 
slogan painted above it. This is 
put in the doorway of a vacant 
store in a busy section down- 
town. Pamphlets are also sold 
at the stand... . 

“Party members’ reactions 
to the campaign are good. New 
members are getting petitions 
signed, selling Appeals, etc. . . 
Have conducted house-to-house 
canvassing for signatures—300 
have been secured so far.” And 
Comrade Howard adds a hurry 
call for 50 more petition sheets 
to be used in a special drive on 
Saturday. 


FLINT 


‘That branch is here again, 
with another dollar on its fund 
quota, another batch of peti- 
tions turned in, and the an- 
nounced intention of outstrip- 
ping every other branch in the 
country in campaign activity. 

“We have not set ourselves 
a membership quota, Com- 
rade Geller reports, ‘because 
there is not much sense in it.” 
In case you get the wrong idea 
he hastens to add: “We keep 
recruiting all the time. The 
campaign is an accelerating 
factor. Without setting any 
quota, it is my opinion Flint 
will have recruited ten new 
members during the campaign 
period, We are unusually for- 
tunate in this respect, having 
a world of contacts, and can 
recruit with much less effort 
than the average branch. With 
us it is not a problem of re- 
cruiting members but of devel- 
oping and solidifying our inex- 
perienced people. 

“The campaign is having a 
good effect on our new people. 
It first of all is showing them 
that we are a national organi- 
zation, with active comrades all 
over the country, all with obli- 
gations and duties to the na- 
tional office, something that 
was very vague to them be- 
fore. . 

‘Dollars are few and far be- 
tween, but with everyone en- 
thusiastically working, we can 
reach our quota, and establish 


—|raising of funds as one of the 


important tasks of every mem- 
ber.” 


ST. PAUL 


Two branches in different 
parts of the country have print- 
ed their own stickers with the 
slogan “Let the People Vote on 
War" and the local address. 
One of these is St. Paul, whose 
sticker is in bold red, and large 
size (4 by 10 inches), 

A mass meeting at the Party 
hall has been set for Sept. 15 
to climax the campaign, and a 
tag day was held on Sunday, 
August 13 with eight comrades 
covering a working-class neigh- 
borhood. Another tag day is 
scheduled for the following 
Thursday. 


BERKELEY 

The other sticker has been 
printed by the Y.P.S.L. unit in 
Berkeley, California, also large 
size. Three thousand were 


printed, and the Berkeley com- 


rades are farming them out to 
the other branches on the 
Coast, 

This unit functions in the Uni- 
yersity of California at Berke- 
ley, and when school reopens, 
a mass meeting on the war ref- 
erendum will be held, Septem- 
ber 3. Meanwhile the Y.P.S.L. 
members are taking the peti- 
tions out every Sunday for 
door-to-door canvassing in 
working class districts. 


NEW YORK CITY 

The New York district is at 
present engaged in a three- 
ring-circus whirl of activity, as 
readers of the Appeal can note. 
The city election campaign, 
with its accompanying job of 
putting our candidates on the 
ballot by petition, is the first 
ring; and the other two are the 
anti - Coughlin demonstration 
and the War Referendum Cam- 
paign. Each of the three by it- 
self would ordinarily require 
the mobilization of the entire 
membership; and the New 
York comrades are responding, 
therefore, threefold. But in any 
case, Comrade Frank, New 
York Organizer, promises that 
ail of New York's quotas will 
be filled handily by campaign 


closing time, Thus far, the dis-|5erve.” “Hitler,” sald McWilli- 


trict has taken 1,600 Burnham 


COUGHLINITES 
MEET UNDER 
POLICE GUARD 


“Wouldn't Dare Talk 
Without Protection” 
Is Workers’ Feeling 


NEW YORK—Protected by 
the police from the wrath of 
500 anti-fascists for the second 
week in a row, Coughlin's 
“Christian Pront” held a meet- 
ing on Fordham Road and Val- 
entine Avenue, the Bronx, Wed- 
nesday night. Fifty cops, five 
of them on horseback were 
necessary to protect the fas- 
cists from “the love of the 
people.” 

Before the meeting was over 
one woman had been trampled 

y a mounted policeman and 
many others were charged by 
the horses. The mounted cops 
repeatedly rode into the crowd 
every time workers took up the 
chant “Down with the Nazi 
agents." 

Coughlinite Praises Hitler 

The main speaker for the 
fascists was one, McWilliams, 
who said he was captain and or- 
eanizer of the Christian Mobil- 
izers. McWilliams ranted about 
‘taking power in the U.S. and 
giving the Jews what they de- 


ams, “was really a great man 


pamphlets, and has gathered 
well over 1,000 signatures to the 
petition. September 16 will see 
a city-wide affair to raise mon- 
ey for both the war campaign 
aud election drive, 


PHILADELPHIA 


“In the last two weeks,’ 
writes in the branch secretary 
of Philadelphia, “we have 
gained momentum and are 
sweeping ahead with our anti- 
war campaign, We are holding 
open air meetings and having 
large crowds. .. . We are get- 
bs our petitions filled up rap- 
ialy.”” 


because he gave Czechoslo- 
vakia back to the Czechs.” 
Meanwhile, the cops, true to 
the democratic tradition, were 
busy suppressing anybody who 
wanted to uphold democratic 
rights of workers and religious 
minorities. Toward the end of 
the meeting one anti-fascist 
summed up the feelings of the 
whole crowd when he shouted 
at the speaker: ‘You wouldn't 
dare speak if you didn’t have 
the cops to protect yo! 


Join the Socialist 
Workers Party 


New York AFL Meet Raps 


Roosevelt Ant 


(Continued from Page 1) 
attempt to outlaw the sympa- 
thetic strike action of the 
‘Teamsters in support of the 
WPA building trades strikers. 
He warned the delegates of the 
likelihood that the army and 
navy would be used against the 
organized labor movement and 
as proof quoted an editorial 
from the July 22 Army and 
Navy Journal which took it for 
granted that the president's 
statement required troops to 
back it up. 

Green Defends Strikes 

William Green, president of 
the AFL, addressing the open- 
ing session of the convention 
Tuesday also defended the 
WPA building trades strike, 

“We hold that the payment 
of the prevailing rate of wages 
to workers engaged by the gov- 
ernment is a fundamental prin- 
ciple that we contend for with 
ho compromising until the bit- 
ter end". 

“If the government refuses 
to recognize our right, if they 
still persist in the application 
of a so-called governmental 
fixed security wage for those 
employed upon building con- 
struction, we will go on with 
our fight until the end. We will 
be rebels until we win the pre- 
yailing rate of wage principle," 

Anti-Coughlin Resolution 

Green warned American la- 
bor of fascism. “The first great 
democratic organization wiped 
out in the totalitarian countries 
was the trade union, the lead- 
ers sent to concentration camps 
or to prison, the funds of the 
union confiscated, the head- 
quarters taken over, the unions 
made illegal, no freedom of 
speech, no freedom of action, 
no freedom of assemblage, no 
freedom of organization into 
democratic trade unions." 

The growing menace of 
Coughlin was recognized by the’ 
convention, which adopted a 
resolution condemning fascism 
and anti-Semitic doctrines. 

Demand More Schools 


amendment to the Sherman 


i-Labor Stand 


and Clayton anti-trust acts 
which would exempt labor or- 
ganizations from falling under 
their operation. 

President George Meany and 
all other officers of the New 
York State Federation of Labor 
were unanimously elected to 
succeed themselves for the 
coming year, 


Repulse Fascist 
Attempt to Rout 
Phila. Meeting 


(Special to the Socialist Appeal) 

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 15 — 
Coughlin fascists last night 
made their first attempt here 
to break up the meeting of a 
working class organization. 

The fascist hooligans con- 
verged on a platform at 3lst 
and Norrist Streets from which 
members of the Socialist Work- 
ers Party were bringing their 
anti-war message to the work- 
ers. 

Answering the taunts of the 
hooligans, Joe Simmons of the 
Socialist Workers Party de- 
nounced Coughlin as a fascisti 
demagogue who planned to en- 
slave the American workers. A 
fascist thug sprang up. He was 
forcibly ejected from the crowd 
together with his gang. 

The hooligans reassembled 
and returned in a group. Three 
hundred aroused workers gath- 
ered around the platform to de- 
fend it against the Coughlinites, 
and restored order. 

In this concrete setting, the 
growing menace of Coughlin’s 
fascist movement was ex- 
plained by a number of speak- 


A series of resolutions de- 
manding the expansion rather 
than the curtailment of educa- 
tion were passed unanimously. 
Condemning the ‘‘economy" 
cut of $9,710,000 in state educa- 
tion which has resulted in a re- 
duction of school services such 
as evening schools, resolutions 
were also passed asking the 
state legislature to put a halt to 
the shocking condition of over- 
crowded city schools. 

The convention also adopted 
a resolution in support of an 
extensive program to build low- 
cost housing projects for work- 
ers, Other resolutions called 
for support of a national health 
insurance bill, support of the 


thirty-hour week, and for an 


ers, who called for formation of 
a Workers Defense Guard. 
Names and addresses were col- 
lected for the guard. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


THEATRE PARTY August 23. 
The Downtown Branch is 
holding a theater party for 
“Pins and Needles” on Wed- 
nesday evening, August 23. 
This is the second edition of 
the play and it is shown at 
an air-conditioned theater. 
So, come all—keep cool to 
the showing of a swell labor 
musical show. Tickets can 
be obtained at special rates 
from Sylvia Caldwell at the 
National Office. 


Stop Fascism 
In America! 


Will Father Coughlin Become 
Dictator of the United States? 


By JOSEPH HANSEN 
(FOURTH INSTALLMENT) 


“It Can't Happen Here 

After the tragedy tothe working class in Italy believers 
in the democratic and liberal form of capitalist govern- 
ment considered it impossible that it could happen else- 
where. They pointed to the “immaturity” of the Italian 
working class, the lack of a “democratic” tradition. In none 
of the “modern” countries, they proclaimed, could anyone 
be so gullible as to be taken in by a demagogue who did no 
more than salute, frown, shove out his jaw, orate, and 
march his followers around in black shirts. 

This attitude was particularly true of the leaders of the 
most powerful labor movement in the world—Germany. 
Fascism take over power in Germany? Fantastic! There 
can be only one Mussolini, they proclaimed. 

In response to this light-minded and irresponsible atti- 
tude toward Fascism, Mussolini himself sneered: 

“Fascism is a purely Italian phenomenon in its historical 

expression, but its doctrinal postulates have a universal 
character .. . the fact that Fascism possesses a specific 
and original Italian stamp does not prevent its principles 
having an application in other countries, in other 


forms. . ."’ (Preface by Mussolini to “The Universal As- 
pects of Fascism,” 1927.) 


The terrible capitalist contradiction of scarcity in the 
midst of plenty continued to deepen relentlessly in Ger- 
many. 

The Powerful German Labor Movement 

Before January 30, 1933, when President Hindenburg 
invited a man who called himself Der Fuehrer to become 
Chancellor of Germany and to form a new government, 
the German labor movement was considered as the most 
advanced section of the international working class in the 
capitalist world. 

Out of a working population of approximately 16,000,- 
000, more than 6,000,000 belonged to trade unions. Two 
of their political parties, the Social-Democratic Party of 
the Second International and the Communist Party of the 
Third International controlled between them approximately 
12,000,000 votes. Many representatives of the workers 
were successfully elected to the legislature, 

Not only had the workers succeeded in gaining union 
wages and union hours throughout the greater part of 
industry, but they owned “innumerable houses, manifold 
institutions, libraries, medical clinics, hospitals, convales- 
cent homes, labor secretariats, legal consulting agencies, 
labor universities, and vocational training schools. . . .” 
(Labor Under Hitler, a pamphlet attacking Hitler, printed 
under the auspices of the American Federation of Labor, 
p. 7.) 

Well-printed magazines, newspapers, and books were 
produced in great quantities by the workers. They enjoyed 
vacations at lodges and cultural centers owned by them- 
selves, They had built up huge reserves for group insur- 
ance. They exerted a powerful influence not only through 
legislative representation but through wage commissions, 
labor courts, social administration, and workers’ factory 
councils, 

Twice—in 1919 and again in 1923—the workers had 
come within a handspan of establishing their own govern- 
ment in power. So powerful was the political drive of the 
working class that the capitalists were able to retain their 
position only because of the perfidy of certain key leaders 
of the workers, The might of the German labor move- 
ment shook the capitalist clutch on political power and 
national wealth again and again, 

Union wages, union hours and the other important con- 
cessions which the workers had gained through militant 
struggles seemed as impervious to grasping capitalist fin- 
gers as a wall of polished granite. 

Yet within twelve months of that fateful day on which 
President Hindenburg called Der Fuehrer to form a new 
government, this powerful labor movement was completely 
annihilated. 

Those working class leaders who had not succeeded in 
utilizing their passports and airplane tickets suffered in- 
describable tortures behind the barbed wire of concentra- 
tion camps. Many were killed outright, victims of the 
Brown Shirt followers of Der Fuehrer. 

How was it possible for an obscure individual, starting 
with a “party” composed of only seven “crackpot agita- 
tors” who gained their livelihood as professional bar-flies, 
to sweep a modern powerful labor movement of millions 
with fire and murder unchecked and reduce it to bondage 
as miserable and horrible as that prevailing in the darkest 
days of the Middle Ages? 


Depression Sweeps Germany 

When the capitalist lords of industry in Germany saw 
the plants they controlled for their private benefit taken 
over by the workers in 1919, they thought it was the end 
of plush cushions and champagne parties for them. When 
the cowardly or shortsighted leaders of the workers handed 
the plants and the government back, the capitalists wiped 
beads of cold sweat from their brows and resolved that 
such a hairline escape should never occur again. What if 
the great masses of working people had actually put their 
own government in power! 

At first they attempted rather gingerly to chisel back a 
few-of the concessions they had been forced to give up. 

They added a few labor spies and strikebreakers to their 
payrolls, But the unions faced this threat with an iron 
front and the capitalists saw that it was impossible to get 
anywhere with such antiquated tactics. 

The great landholding barons in East Germany silently 
bit their lips and let the poor farmers remain on the mar- 
ginal lands where they had squatted. The big industrial- 


NEW YORK CITY 
BRANCHES AT WORK: 


For 10 days now all the com- 
rades of New York City have 
been hard at work selling the 
Socialist Appeal, distributing 
tens of thousands of leaflets, 
selling the Coughlin pamphlet, 
etc: 


Strenuous efforts have been 


made to boost Appeal circula- 
The Branches have run 
Yar more street corner meet- 


tion. 


ings than usual, have held lo- 
cal parades and demonstrations 
in the streets of the Bronx, 
East Side, Brooklyn, ete. 

Abe Miller, local New York 
literature agent, 


preparation for our mighty 


anti - Coughlin demonstration. 
These are now being carried 


out in action; 


(1) All branches are to dou- 


ble their Appeal bundle orders. 


(2) Branches ordering Ap- 


peals above their regular quota 
will receive them at a lower, 
special price. 


(3 In all parades and street 


has recom- 
mended the following goals in 


corner meetings, the Appeal is 
to be mounted on a placard 
and carried aloft for everyone 
to see. 

(4) Branches are to devise 
publicity stunts and schemes 
for advertising the Appeal. The 
best methods are to have com- 
rades wear Appeal poster signs 
when selling in the streets; to 
hire a horse and wagon and set 
up an Appeal float; to decorate 
branch headquarters; to dis- 
tribute all back copies of the 
paper on hand, 

(5) In addition, as part of the 
job in fulfilling New York's 
quota in the War Referendum 
Campaign, all comrades who 
are collecting names on the pe- 
tition lists are carrying around 
subscription blanks and getting 
new readers for the Appeal. 


And so we find the comrades 
of the New York Socialist Work- 
ers Party and Y.P.S.L. hard at 
work building our press. More 
power to them and let their en- 
ergetic activity be an example 
to every branch throughout the 
country! 


Workers of New York! Buy Your Socialist 


Appeal at the Fol 


MANHATTAN 


Cherry & Katherine Sts,, Monroe & 
Madison Sts.—K-K Stationery Store. 
Near Knickerbocker Village — Vil- 
lard’s General Store, Essex & De- 
luncey Ste.—8.5, Houston, & Clinton. 
Meisel Bookshop—Grand. & Attorne 
Bts. Clinton & ©. B'way. 6th St. 
Ave, B—N.W. 9th St & Ava D— 
Candy Store, 2nd Ave. & 2nd St— 
N.W. 2nd Ave. & 4th St 17 First 
Ave, 2nd Ave, & 9th St. (Stuyvesant 
Casino). Ave. B & 10th St. — N.E. 
2nd Ave. & 12th St, (near Cafe Roy- 
al). Waverly Pl, & B'way. — N.W. 
Biederman's—184 Second Ave. Univ, 
Pl. & 12th St—N.E. lth St & Univ. 
PL—S.B. lith St, & B'way.—S.E. 
14th St. & 4th Ave—S.W, lith St & 
4th Ave—N.B, Lith St & 4th Ave.— 
Ist Stand S.E. 14th Bt. & dth Ava— 
and Stend SE, 14th Bt & Srt Avo 


lowing Newsstands 


Ave—S.B, & SW, 42nd St & 7th 
Ave—S.W. 64th St & 65th St & 

ay, — Candy Store. 66th St & 
B'way. 7and St & B'way, 98rd St & 
Columbus Ave, 96th St, & Cent'l. Pk. 
West. 110th St. & Columbus Ave.— 
N.D. 18ist St. & St Nicholas Ave. 
157th St & B'way—N.W. 146th St 
& St Nicholas Ave. (Wigerson's) 
Madison Ave. & 90th St—N.W. 
Candy Store, cor, 108 St. & B'way. 
BRONX 


Longwood Ave. & Southern Boule- 
vard—S.W. 17lat St & Fulton Ave. 
S.W. 170th St. & Jerome Ave.—8.E. 
167th St & Jerome Ave. Jerome & 
Burnside Ave J6ist SL Prospect 
Teeman juthern, Blvd. 
Hia BE & Boston Road. inp- 
e Rd. & Jerome Ave, East Mo- 
Skold subway Station, 887 Searwicdk 
Aye. Meellan & Grand Concourse— 


S.W. 14th St. & 3rd Ave—N.W. 14th 
St. opp, Jefferson Theatre, 1ith St & BROOKLYN 
With Sek A Avene Re dnd Sc | „Staus cor, Pitkin oe Tompkins 
cor. ve. Havemeyer cor, 
& [My Ave TNW. E Gt & eth Aye | {th Bt” Sutter cor. cor. 8. 
i 


D. 42n & 5th Ave A 
36th St. & 7th Ave.—N.B. 38th St & 
Gth Ave. 96th SÈ & Sth Ave, 38th St 
& Tih Ave—N.W, & S.W. B'wi 
Sth SEN. 13i W. 23ra St 
104, 75 Greenwich Ave, Sth Bt & 6th 


Rockaway çor. Pitkin Ave. 413 Sutter 

Ave, Bay, Parkway & Sth St. Ave. 

‘O' & 66th Si m Bo: 

L ath BE diih SU A New UtrecNi 

Ave, 1810 Kings Higuway. MacDon- 
id & Ditmars Ave, 9th Ave, & 40th, 


Sore be asin St zdra Bee ath 
re—7 E, re h 
Ave — SW. lath S.W, 42nd ee 


0j 
Stern’s—South side, 42nd St & eth! 3023 Grand Ave. 31-10 Broadway. 


ists got busy reconditioning their giant factories and mills 
for another bid at selling for private profit on the world 
market. 

Despite the mountainous burden of the war debt and 
the mountainous burden of the reparations payments 
heaped upon the backs of the workers and poor farmers of 
Germany, the period of prosperity that culminated in 1929 
made it possible to get by without too much danger of 
economic collapse. 

American dollars poured into Germany in hope of a big 
return from reconditioned German industry and the period 
of eternal expansion, eternal progress, and endless vistas 
of profit kept the German capitalists from grumbling too 
much, 

Wondrous improvements were made in the factory ma- 
chines, embodying the latest developments of scientific in- 
ventive genius and super-efficient plant organization. 

But the enormous taxes needed to pay the staggering 
war debt kept the pocket books of the workers, the poor 
farmers, and the small merchants drained. No matter how 
they attempted to wriggle out of it, taxes continued to eat 
into their income. And the wild inflation that struck the 
German currency during the early twenties ate like a cancer 
into the savings of the poor. Bankruptcies increased. 
Young people coming from the schools faced a blank and 
forbidding future. The heightened efficiency of the fac- 
tories threw increasing numbers of workers into the ranks 
of the starving unemployed. 

The world-wide depression of the capitalist system which 
began in 1929 heightened this process to the point of 
frenzy. Germany had a total voting population of only 
36,000,000 in 1930, but 6,000,000 were unemployed. 

In this same year it was estimated by an American news- 
paper correspondent after a careful survey that there were 
possibly 15,000,000 Germans on the verge of starvation. 

To make matters worse the democratic capitalist gov- 
ernment cut down on relief allowances and made it much 
more difficult to obtain help from relief officials, alleging 
that this would force the unemployed to get jobs and be 
absorbed by private industry. 

The entire market dropped into a bottomless well, The 
German capitalists found themselves with the most modern 
and well-equipped factories in the world, but nowhere to 
sell products at a profit. The interest which they demanded 
for their investment reached almost zero. Goods clogged 
warehouses to the rafters, 

The capitalists looked with hungry eyes at the union 
wages and union hours enjoyed by the workers. Nor did 
these men trained in the bandit warfare of imperialist com- 
petition fail to try out, in a scientific and experimental 
way on their electric adding machines, what totals could 
be estimated in the reserves of the trade union group in- 
surance plans and savings accounts. 

The more clear-sighted of the workers saw that the un- 
endurable suffering from the crisis in the economic system 
could be ended in only one way—establishing a socialist 
state which would kick out the small handful of wealthy 
families who blocked the wheels of production, and start 
distributing goods to the ragged and hungry millions. 

The capitalists decided to do something and to do it 
quick. 

(Continued in next issue) 
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By Dwight Macdonald 


SPARKS IN THE NEWS 


Automotive Progress—in Reverse 
‘The twenty-first edition of “Automobile Facts 
and Figures" was recently issued by the Auto- 

mobile Manufacturers Association. It is an en- 
thusiastic volume, full of big figures: last year 
motorists paid one out of every eight tax dol- 
lars, their total tax bill coming to $1,529,312,125 
. . . total cars registered were 27,628,879 . . . 
the industry was the nation’s No. 1 consumer 
of steel, rubber, plate glass, nickel, lead and 
mohair . . , it accounted for the direct and in- 
direct employment of 6,380,000 workers, or 
one-seventh of all persons gainfully employed 
last year .. . and so on . . . and so on. 

There was one rather interesting fact about 
this “surging giant of production”, as the 
N.Y, Times called it editorially, which some- 
how didn’t get into the book. It may be found 
in avrecent report of the National Association 
of Sales Finance Companies, and it is that last 
year more automobiles, both new and used, 
were repossessed because of failure to keep up 
payments than in any year in the history of 
the industry, Almost 20% of all used cars sold 
were repossessed (next highest peak was 13% 
in 1932) and almost 7% of all new cars (the 
1932 peak being slightly less than 6%). 

“It is somewhat astonishing,” comments the 
Cleveland Trust Company's Bulletin, “to find 
that the increase in repossessions resulting 
from the sudden business relapse which began 
late in 1937 was considerably more serious 
than that at the bottom of the great depression 
in 1932." A serious crack seems to be devel- 
oping in the imposing facade of the automo- 
bile industry—one of many such cracks which 
have become increasingly evident in the struc- 
ture of American capitalism since the 1937 
collapse. 


Weather Report 

Those who follow the whimsically humorous 
weather reports which are printed on the first 
page of the N. ¥. World-Telegram every eve- 
ning must have been startled to read the re- 
port for July 29 last: “The winds today are 
taking a middle of the road position. They 
are moderate and southerly. The temperature 
is tar from subversive—a good substantial, 
sound money, 85 degrees at most. But the 
humidity is sheer Trotskyism—insidious, craf- 
ty, boring from within and without.” The 
friend who called this to my attention adds 
that the report appeared this way in the home 
edition, but that in later editions the refer- 
ence to Trotskyism was deleted. He suggests 
that the term is coming to have the same sig- 
nificance for the bourgeoisie that ‘‘Commu- 
nism” had before the C.P. went respectable. 
I hope he’s right. 


Spain: Work in Progress 

RS might have been expected, the victory 
of Franco is bringing into being a Fascist 
regime of so extreme a type as to be almost 


E 


a burlesque on even Italy and Germany. 
complete crushing in the Civil War of all re- 
sistance from the masses and the backward 
nature of the Spanish economy and ruling 
class made this result easily predictable. But 
the lengths to which things have gone is still 
a little surprising. From the press I glean a 
few of the more startling recent disclosures: 

Item: Every family must get an official 
budget book and must record therein “with 
the greatest honesty and scrupulousne: 


È 


receipts and expenditures. These books will 
be periodically inspected by the Ministry of 
Labor ‘‘to determine the actual necessities of 
the home," that is, to see how low the wage 
scale may be safely fixed. 

Item: At San Sebastian, swank bathing 
place, women’s bathing suits must carry knee- 
length skirts and have tops that reach the neck 
and men bathers must wear tops. Fine for 
violations: $18. 

Item: Maids in the houses of Madrid noble- 
$4.50 a month. This correspond- 
ent adds: “You can tell the maids from the 
aristocrats on the streets because the maids 
are not allowed to wear hats.” 

Item: The Ministry of the Interior has or- 
ganized a large crop of censors to survey all 
past productions of Spanish art, literature and 
music and to “eliminate” any works they con- 
sider “inimical to the interests of Spain." A 
staff of several thousand” functionaries cen- 
sor every letter sent or received and all phone 
calls. All Spaniards must report to the Min- 
istry the presence in homes or shops of any 
books of “unfriendly character." 

Item; Women are strictly forbidden to lie 
down on Spanish beaches. 

Item: On July 30, General Franco decreed 
that all Spanish men between the ages of 18 
and 50 must work fifteen days each year for 
the State without pay. This return to the 
medieval corvee has been ventured in no other 
Fascist nation so far; even Hitler pays the 
unemployed youth who work on the farms 
something, and they get their board and keep 
besides. But, as Franco eloquently put it in a 
recent speech: ‘Work, being a social duty, 
will be universally demanded in some form 
or other of all Spaniards who are not crippled, 
as it must be deemed a tribute that all must 
pay to the wealth of the country.” 

The most interesting item of all, however, 
is that on August 7 the New Deal administra- 
tion, which so shocked and pained its admirers 
by its prompt diplomatic recognition of the 
Franco regime, took steps to show its friendli- 
ness for its sister democracy in more substan- 
tial form. The Export-Import Bank, chief or- 
gan of the Administration’s dollar diplomacy, 
announced it was extending $13,750,000 in cred- 
its to Nationalist Spain to make’ it possible for 
it to buy American cotton. The editorial moan- 
ing and wailing of the Nation and the New 
Republic can be imagined! 


MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR 


OUT OF THE PAST 


By EMANUEL GARRETT 


SACCO AND VANZETTI 
(Executed August 23, 1927) 

Nicola Sacco (born in Italy, April 22, 1891) 
was a shoemaker. For years he worked in a 
Milford, Mass., shoe factory as a skilled edger. 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti (born in Italy, June 11, 
1888) was a worker who had tried his hands at 
many trades, For years he peddled fish in 
Plymouth, Mass. Sacco and Vanzetti were no 
different from any other worker—except in 
one thing. Sacco and Vanzetti were anarchists. 
They hated tyranny and oppression. They 
dreamed of a society in which man would be 
free. They paid for that crime with their lives. 

The year 1920 was the year of the Palmer 
raids, of the post-war hysteria. On April 20th 
of that year a paymaster was held up and 
killed in Braintree, Mass. Sacco and Vanzetti 
were nowhere near the scene of the killing. 
There wasn't a shred of tangible evidence to 
connect them with the crime. But they were 
anarchists — and so they were arrested and 
tried before a judge (Webster Thayer) who 
publicly bragged that he'd burn the damn an- 
archists. Sacco and Vanzetti were found guilty 
and sentenced to death. The Massachusetts 
courts chalked up another triumph for boss 
justice. 


A Seven-Year Fight 

` Appeals, mass action stayed execution of 
the sentence for seven years. During those 
years, the wave of protest swelled higher as 
added evidence confirmed their innocence, 
pointed the guilt in fact at a gang of profes- 
sional thieves. From Shanghai to Boston work- 
ers demonstrated. Bourgeois liberals (Felix 
Frankfurter and others) declared the trial a 
frame-up. In Paris, barricades were erected. 
A real united front of labor fought for the re- 
lease of Sacco and Vanzetti. Union Square was 
many times packed as labor leaders of differ- 
ing political viewpoints, James P. Cannon, 
Carlo Tresca, etc., demanded freedom for 
Sacco and Vanzetti. 

But an “impartial” investigating committee 
of prominent “liberals” appointed by Gover- 
nor Fuller “weighed” the evidence, ignored all 
the facts clearing Sacco and Vanzetti and 
proving the case a frame-up and confirmed 
their “guilt”. Massachusetts justice had to 
have its toll. Sacco and Vanzetti had to dle. 
That they did—with the cry ‘Long live an- 
archy!” on their lips. 

Catan 


How better recite the lives of those two great 
martyrs than in the unmatchable words of one 
of them, Vanzetti, from his address to the 
court before sentence was pronounced, and 
from his final statement to the court: 

“Everybody that knows these two arms 
knows very well that I do not need to go into 
the streets and kill a man to take money. I 
can live by my two hands and live well. But 
besides that, I can live even without work 
with my hands for other people. I have had 
plenty of chance to live independently and to 
live what the world conceives to be a higher 
life than to gain our bread with the sweat of 
our brow. 


"My father in Italy is in good condition. I 
could have come back in Italy and he would 
have welcomed me every time with open 
arms. Even if I come back with not a cent in 
my pocket, my father could have give me a 
position, not to work but to make business, or 
to oversee upon the land that he owns. . . . 

“Now, I should say that I am not only inno- 
cent of all these things, not only have I never 
committed a real crime in my life—though 
some sins but not crimes — not only have I 
struggled all my life to eliminate crimes, the 
crimes that the official and the moral law 
condemns, but also the crime that the moral 
law and the official law sanction and sanctify 
—the exploitation of man by the man, and if 
there is a reason why I am here as a guilty 
man, if there is a reason why you in a few 
minutes can doom me, it is this reason and 
none else. . . . 


“Our Career and Our Triumph’ 

“I have talk a great deal of myself but I 
even forgot to name Sacco. Sacco too is a 
worker from his boyhood, a skilled worker lov- 
er of work, with a good job and pay, a bank ac- 
count, a good and lovely wife, two beautiful 
children, and a neat little home at the verge 
of a wood, near a brook. Sacco is a heart, a 
faith, a character, a man; a man lover of na- 
ture and of mankind. A man who gave all, who 
sacrifice all to the cause of Liberty and to his 
love for mankind; money, rest, mundane am- 
bitions, his own wife, his children, himself and 
his own life. Sacco has never dreamt to steal, 
never to assassinate. He and I have ‘never 
brought a morsel of bread to our mouths, from 
our childhood to to-day—which has not been 
gained by the sweat of our brows. Never. His 
people also are in good position and of good 
reputation. 

“Oh, yes, I may be more witful, as some 
have put it, I am a better babbler than he is, 


but many, many times in hearing his heartful! 


voice ringing a faith sublime, in considering 
his supreme sacrifice, remembering his hero- 
ism I felt small small at the presence of his 
greatness and found myself compelled to fight 
back from my eyes the tears, and quanch my 
heart trobling to my throat to not weep before 
him—this man called thief and assassin and 
doomed. But Sacco's name will live in the 
hearts of the people and in their gratitude 
when Katzman’s and your bones will be dis- 
persed by time, when your name, his name, 
your laws, institutions, and your false god are 
but a dim rememoring of a cursed past in 
which man was wolf to the man,” 

“Ift It had not been for this thing, I might 
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APPRECIATES MORGAN 
COLUMN ON YPSL CAMP 
Dear Comrade Editor: 

I want to express my appre- 
ciation of Bill Morgan’s column 
describing the California Y.P. 
S.L. camp. It was the sort of 
article which renews one’s faith 
in the ability of our movement 
to fight against all odds until 
victory will be achieved. Bill 
caught the spirit which filled 
the California camp and other 
Y.P.S.L. camps—the spirit of 
fight and study and enthusiasm 
and sacrifice. 

(May I suggest that you 
change the manner of printing 
his articles? They would be 
much more attractive if you 
give them special feature head- 
lines based on the material in 
each article, instead of burying 
each piece under the dull and 
unsuggestive column-head “On 
the Line’’?) 

I also want to officially Invite 
the Appeal to send up a repor- 
ter to the New York Y.P.S.L. 
camp which is opening this 


week, especially to the training’ 


school which we will have on 
the week of August 25 and 
which will end in a grand jam- 
boree. If you think California 
Y.P.S.L.’s run a good camp, 
you ain't seen nothing till you 
come to the New York camp. 
Fraternally, 
IRVING HOWE. 


A BIT OF TRUE 
COMPANY UNIONISM 
Dear comrades: 

I know this news is somewhat 
late, but inasmuch as a letter 
from Herbert Legg, WPA Ad- 
ministrator of Southern Cali- 
fornia, commending the Work- 
ers Alliance for its ‘coopera- 
tive spirit” has just been post- 
ed on our project bulletin board 
I want to tell you what happen- 
ed here in connection with the 
WPA strike. 

After many attempts and 
much effort on the part of the 
militants on the Writers and 
Historical Records projects to 
call a strike we had to give up 
the idea because the Stalinists 
who have the majority voted 
against such action. 


WORKERS’ FORUM 


and appreciate this advise very 
much, 

“I fully appreciate the rea-| 
sons for our workers making a 
protest on their own time 
against some of the matters 
that were at that time before 
our Congress. Certainly an or- 
derly public petition or protest 
is one of the most sacred rights 
we have in our American form 
of government. 

‘Moreover, I do appreciate 
the attitude in your organiza- 
tion not countenancing the ac- 
tions of a few who attempted 
to place a wrong interpretation 
on the protest, but your actions 
were in entire accord with the 
respectful and cooperative spir- 
it we have always found exist- 
ing in the actions and negotia- 
tions of the Workers Alliance,” 

(signed) 
HERBERT C. LEGG, 
Administrator of 
Southern California 


DEFENDING DEMOCRACY 
IN AN “HONORABLE” WAY 


Editor: 


In its report for the year 
1938-39 the American Civil Lib- 
erties Union states that "there 
developed during the year a 
more intense anti-democratic 
propaganda whose effect, if 
successful, inevitably will re- 
sult in sweeping denials of civil 
liberties.” At the same time it 
reaffirms its position with re- 
spect to defending “the rights 
of movements characterized as 
anti-democratic.” 

This democratic platitude has 
in reality often been used to the 
advantage of the fascists. Thus 
the A.C.L.U, praises the N. Y. 
police for defending the Nazi 
meeting at Madison Sq. Garden 
(though it doesn’t mention the 
rights of the anti-Nazis who met 
outside). In Denver, Colorado, 
it has defended the exhibitors 
of the vicious anti-Negro film, 
“Birth of a Nation.” In prin- 
ciple, it defends Father Cough- 
lin against the refusal of sta- 


tion W.M.C.A. to grant him 
time to spread his anti-Semitic 
doctrines. It has protested 


The Stalinists called instead|#ealnst the interference with 
a 2-hour work stoppage to pro-| Bund meetings by anti-Nazis in 
test peacefully the 130-hour|Syracuse, Union City, etc. 
law. The workers were to walk| If, some day, the gentlemen 
out just two and a half hours|Of the A.C.L.U. will have de- 
before quitting time and as-|fended the “civil rights” of the 
semble quietly in front of the|fascists sufficiently to find 
building—along the curb so not/themselves in concentration 
to block the entrance to the|camps, it will, at least, be a 
building. No picket lines, no|Source of great satisfaction to 
demonstration. Just one happy|themselves that they acted in 
family lolling around the build-}an honorable and democratic 
ing, eating candy, drinking|/ way. 
soda-pop. 

We tried to turn this get-to- 


» N. A. 8. 


5.W.P. CALLS 
GIANT ANTI- 
FASCIST RALLY 


(Continued from Page 1) 
with copies to Earl Browder 
and the Daily Worker: 

“Stull time for united front 


action against fascist-Bund 
provocation,” said the tele- 
gram. ‘Strongly urge you join 


in anti-fascist demonstration in 
Union Square Saturday. Cough- 
linite threat to invade tradition- 
al labor center characterized 
as ‘brazenly provocative in the 
manner of their fascist fore- 
bears abroad’ even by Herald 
Tribune in editorial today. 
Your Daily Worker editorial 
correctly states today ‘they 
must be fought boldly and with- 
out hesitation.’ Call for deter- 
mined mass protest Saturday 
has already caused Coughlin to 
issue formal ‘repudiation’ and 
made police take action against 
Coughlinite violence in Bronx 
yesterday. Only way to prevent 
fascists from criminal out- 
breaks is mobilization of hun- 
dreds of thousands not some- 
time in future but this Satur- 
day. To this end fascist threat 
must be faced by one solid la- 
bor front." 

Edward R. Frank, New York 
crganizer of the Socialist Work- 
ers Party, said: 

“Despite our sharp and deep- 
going political differences with 
the Communist Party, we shall 
bend every effort to achieve 
prompt joint action against the 
common Fascist foe.” 


WPA WAGE CUTS 
TAKE EFFECT SEPT. 


(Continued frem Page 1) 
New York Times, August 17, as 
designed to drive down the gen- 
eral wage-standards of all 
workers. ‘We must retain a 
differential in favor of private 
industry in order to make it 
more attractive than relief, The 
effect of the new wage scale 
will tend to do that in the larg- 
er cities of the North and 
East,” said the Times, 

This latest attack on WPA 
workers, like the previous 
ones, results from the cut of 
almost a billion dollars from the 
relief budget and transference 
of that amount to the war 
budget and transference of that 
amount to the war budget, 
which was President Roose- 
velt's recommendation to Con- 
gress in his April 27 relief 
budget message. 


gether into some sort of mili- 
tant protest, with our own plac- 
ards etc. But Lo’ and Behold! 
When the Stalinists saw the 
placard which read ‘‘Repress 
Government Strike - broskos 
acts” they became exceeding 
indignant and isolated us. Tey 
held a short meeting and dis- 
banded. 


SEPTEMBER NEW 


The forthcoming issue of the 
New International, which will 
go to press shortly, will con- 


Fraternally, Y.P. 
Comrade Y. enclosed Legg's 


letter which was addressed to 
the job stewardess of the local 
on the Historical Records Sur- 
vey. It reads: 

“I wish to acknowledge re- 
ceipt of your letter of July 21st, 


tain the following important 
analyses of national and inter- 
national problems: 

()) Twenty-Five Million of 
Us, by Argus. A critical anal- 
ysis of the WPA, what it has 
achieved and what it has failed 


have lived out my life talking at street cor- 
ners to scorning men, I might have died, un- 
marked, unknown, a failure. Now we are not 
a failure. This is our career, and our triumph. 
Never in our full life could we hope to do such 
work for tolerance, for justice, for man’s un- 
derstanding as now we do by accident. Our 
words—our lives—pains—nothing! The taking 
of our lives—tives of a good shoemaker and a 
poor fish-peddler—all! That last moment be- 
longs to us—that agony is our triumph. 


to achieve; what it has meant 
to the millions of unemployed 
in the United States. Illustrated 
with a series of graphs com- 
piled by the author. 

(2) The Situation in Ceylon, 
by Sherman Stanley. 

(3) Latest Developments in 
India, 

(4) The PSOP and Trotsky- 
ism, by Leon Trotsky. A sequel 
to the exchange of letters be- 
tween Leon Trotsky and Daniel 
Guerin and Marceau Pivert. 

(5) Continuation of the ar- 
ticle on French politics by 


CAMP 3L 


Near Brewster, New York 
A country estate of the 
bourgeoisie rented for the 
Y.P.S.L, Bathing, sport, 
ping - pong, badminton, 
and a good time. 


Campfires, singing, danc- 
ing. 


Rates: 
Employed $14 
Unemployed $8 

Get all Information at 
YPSL OFFICE 
116 University Pl., N.Y. 


INTERNATIONAL 


FEATURES SITUATION IN WPA 


_—_— 


Rosa Luxemburg. 

(6) The Palestine Problem, 
by Max Shachtman. 

(7) Where Does the Ludlow 
Amendment Stand, by Harold 
Draper. An analysis of the 
changes through which the or- 
iginal Ludlow Amendment has 
gone and the present position 
of its sponsors in Congress. 

(8) The Negro in the United 
States. The first of a series of 
articles by George Novack on 
this enormously important 
question for the future of the 
American labor movement. 

In addition to this partial ta- 
ble of contents there will be 
Dwight Macdonald's regular 
column “Reading from Left to 
Right,” book reviews and vari- 
ous other features in the Sep- 
tember issue of the magazine. 

For information on subscrip- 
tion and bundle rates, address 


“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN- 

NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 

LABOR WITH A araoe SKIN IS 
—KARL MARX. 


THE tom 
NEGRO QUESTION 


By J. R. JOHNSON 


The American Negro and the 


Proletarian Revolution 


“The Negroes are designated by their whole historioal past 
to be, under adequate leadership, the very vanguard of the pro- 
letarian revolution ”—from “Resolution on Negro Work” 
adopted by the Socialist Workers Party convention July 1-5, 1939. 

It is going to be one of the high peaks ih the history of the 
American revolutionary movement, this decision of our recent 
convention. 

There is, in the sentence quoted, an overstatement, in my 
opinion. It would be more correct to say, “in the very van- 
guard.” But the place of the Negroes is in the very front. This 
is the truth that must be burnt into the consciousness of every 
party member before the party can successfully approach the 
Negro question. When we have absorbed this, we shall know 
how to approach the Negro. 

It is the masses of the under-privileged, the disinherited, who 
are least corrupted by the prevailing ideas of a society. They, 
in the mass, are the readiest to fight most desperately for the 
overthrow of any social system. 


Example of French Revolution 

The Paris masses were the battering ram of the French Rev- 
olution: the Sansculottes, i.e., the people without shoes. In that 
manual of revolutionary theory and practice, the History of the 
Russian Revolution, Trotsky describes the entry of these down- 
trodden masses on the historical stage of the French Revolu- 
tion. (p. 210): 

“But before it comes to war and the guillotine, the Paris 
Commune enters the scene—supported by the lowest city layers 
of the Third Estate—and with increasing boldness contests the 
power with the official representatives of the national bour- 
geoisie. A new double sovereignty is thus inaugurated, the first 
manifestation of which we observe as early as 1790, when the 
big and medium bourgeoisie is still firmly seated in the admin- 
istration and in the municipalities. How striking is the picture— 
and how vilely it has been slandered!—of the efforts of the 
plebian levels to raise themselves up out of the social cellars 
and catacombs, and stand forth in that forbidden arena where 
people in wigs and silk breeches are settling the fate of the na- 
tion. It seemed as though the very foundation of society, 
tramped underfoot by the cultured bourgeoisie, was stirring and 
coming to life. Human heads lifted themselves above the solid 
mass, horny hands stretched aloft, hoarse but courageous voices 
shouted. The districts of Paris, bastards of the revolution, began 
to live a life of their own. They were recognized—it was impos- 
sible not to recognize them!—and transformed into sections. But 
they kept continually breaking the boundaries of legality and re- 
ceiving a current of fresh blood from below, opening their ranks 
in spite of the law to those with no rights, the destitute Sanscu- 
lottes. At the same time, the rural municipalities were becoming 
a screen for a peasant uprising against that bourgeois legality 
which was defending the feudal property system. Thus from un- 
der a second nation arises a third.” 

‘These were the millions who poured into the French Trade 
Unions between June and August 1936 at the rate of 40,000 a day. 
‘These are the masses who will rally around the more conserva- 
tive organizations of the more privileged workers and vitalize 
them for the proletarian revolution. 


Revolutionary History of American Negroes 

And in America, “under adequate leadership", the Negroes 
will come en masse to the revolutionary struggle. 

Of the fifteen million of them in America today, barring a thin 
crust of petty-bourgeois capitalists, intellectuals, and well-paid 
domestic attendants of the American bourgeoisie, the large ma- 
jority of Negroes will fight for a new society with a vigor and 
endurance that will be surpassed by no other section of the 
American workers or farmers, 

Their ancestors did it, Lincoln doubted that.the North could 
have won without the 220,000 Negroes in the Northern Army and 
the support of the slave population. How the black soldiers 
fought! “It would have been madness to attempt, with the brav- 
est white troops, what I have successfully accomplished with the 
black ones,” This is the testimony of Colonel Higginson, and 
there are a score of similar appraisals. This bravery and endur- 
ance can be counted on,from any people who for centuries have 
experienced every variety of oppression and at last see a way 
out. 

Such was, or should have been, generally known at least by 
Marxists. But it is only within the last few years that research 
has begun to find and make known the revolutionary hostility 
against the old slave-owners which characterized the ex-slaves 
after the Civil War. Fear of a servile insurrection hung like a 
thunder-cloud over the defeated plantation magnates in the 
years that followed their defeat. With the slightest encourage- 
ment from any political party in the North, the blacks in the 
South would have carried the revolution to a conclusion, wiping 
out every vestige of the plantation system and with it the theory 
and practise of white supremacy. 


Negro Not Deceived by “Democracy” 

Today the lives of over 90% of the Negroes in this country 
offer no soil in which illusions about bourgeois democracy can 
flourish. The Negroes have no need to dream dreams and see 
visions of a new society, It is always before them—to be able 
to live as white America lives, But that desire, modest as it is, 
they will never get under capitalism. The majority do not under- 
stand their position in these terms. But the thinking ones know 
that they will win their emancipation only by merciless struggle 
against their masters. What terrorizes them is that they see as 
their enemies all white America, white workers and all. When 
the white workers realize, as Lincoln realized, that their eman- 
cipation is impossible without the Negroes, they will look for 
them and find them as Lincoln did. They are doing it already, 
as witness the hundreds of thousands of Negroes in the CIO. 


The revolutionary party seeks to accelerate that process. 
American Marxists Have Underestimated 
The Negroes 


What Lincoln learned by experience, we of the revolutionary 
vanguard should know by analysis. Yet, even when it was a 
revolutionary party, the Communist Party took ten years to 
address itself seriously to the Negro question, and then only by 
the vigorous intervention of the Communist International. The 
8.W.P. has followed an identical course—ten years of neglect 
and then an impulse to action from our international movement. 
This is not in the faintest degree accidental, and any superficial 
explanations would be a dangerous sophistry. It is due in part 
to the influence of that chauvinism which is characteristic of 
American bourgeois society and which is present even in a 
movement as advanced as ours. Marxists are not exempt from 
the laws of history and can combat a prevailing prejudice in 
all its aspects only by conscious and strenuous thought and ac- 
tion continuously renewed. This is not a matter of personal rela- 
tionships between whites and Negroes in a party, important 
though that is. There is a certain number of non-revolutionary 
Americans who maintain quite liberal personal relationships 
with those Negroes whom they know. Yet they are permeated 
va p enariuans. We shall have to probe this question to its 

lepths. 

When as a party we realize how pervasive and subtle, even 
among revolutionaries, is the chauvinism fostered by American 
capitalism, then and then only shall we be in a position to tear 
it out by the roots and begin to win the Negro for the revolution, 
But the first requisite for this is to tear out of our minds the 
false conceptions of Negroes which we have unconsciously taken 
over from American capitalism. To see the Negro as being in 
the very vanguard of a great international political movement 


the New International, 116 Uni-)is to do him justice for the first time in American political 


versity Place, New York City. 


thinking. It is from there that the Fourth International begins, 
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Be pan ote at New vor Ns Under the Act of Mareh 


FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST 
WORKERS PARTY FOR: 


1. A job and a decent living for every worker. 


2. Open the Idle factories—operate them under 
workers’ control, 

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works 
and housing program, 

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage— 
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on 
all jobs. 

5, Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability 
pension, 

6. Expropriate the Sixty Families. 

7. All war funds to the unemployed, 

8. A people's referendum on any and alt wars. 

9, No secret diplomacy, 

10. An independent Labor Party. 

11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante 


and Fascist attacks. 


Meany vs. Rubin 


The most vociferous howlers for a third-term 
for Roosevelt at the New York State Federation 
of Labor convention were—of course—the Stal- 
inists. 

Frenziedly, day in and out in the “Daily (Ly- 
ing) Worker" they have sought to cover up 
Roosevelt's crimes: his April 27 relief budget 
message cutting nearly a billion off the previous 


Mass, Institute of Technology and Moulton of 
Brookings Institute. 

Take another’ look at the four corporation 
executives listed above. 

THREE OUT OF THESE FOUR ARE 
MORGAN MEN — paid underlings of J. P. 
Morgan and Co. 

The first three corporations on the list—U. S: 
Steel, General Motors and American Tel and Tel 
—are parts of the giant empire of Morgan. 

Tt was J. P. Morgan and Co. which from 1914 
to 1917 floated the bonds and acted as the busi- 
ness agent for the Allies in America. It was J. P. 
Morgan and Co. which had the main stake in the 
entrance of America into the World War. J. P. 
Morgan and Co. has retained these connections 
since 1918, 

Now Roosevelt promises to turn the United 
States Government over to Morgan on M-Day, 
to let his hired men manage it as directly as they 
manage the other enterprises of the Big Boss. 

The Government machinery is to be openly 
converted into a super-holding-company for the 
investments of America’s Sixty Families, 

It's THEIR government, It will be THEIR 
war. 

It will NOT be the war for democracy that 
they will call it. 

It will be a war to extend the empires of Mor- 
gan and the Sixty Families, and nothing else. 

Down with these war-makers! 

Take the war-making power away from Con- 
gress! 

Let the people vote on war! 


Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain asserted it 
made his blood boil to read of the things happen- 
ing in China, and that in certain circumstances 
Great Britain might have to send a fleet to the Far 
East, But not enough of a boil to spill any of his 
own, we'll wager. 


Birds of a Feather 


Testifying at the Dies Committee hearing on 
August 16,-Fritz Kuhn, fuchrer of the German- 
American Bund, stated that Father Coughlin and 
members of his “Social Justice’ organization 


year’s WPA appropriation and limiting the were among friends and collaborators invited tc 


WPA rolls to two million maximum; his insis- 
tence upon wiping out the prevailing union wage 


on WPA; his outlawry of the WPA strike, ete.” 


ete. 

President George Meany of the State Federa- 
tion of Labor cut through lies and bunk and 
made the issue clear as crystal : 

“Let the record be clear, Let there be no mis- 
understanding. The security wage in the Wood- 
rum bill is a New Deal policy dictated by the 
New Deal and put over by the New Deal.” 

The morning after President Meany made this 
declaration to the delegates, the Stalinists rushed 
to Roosevelt's defense. They needed a union 
“leader” to answer Meany. But all they could 
get was one of their miserable hirelings, “Jay 
Rubin, president of the Hotel Tradés Council, 
yesterday commented on the remarks of George 
Meany,” says the Daily Worker, August 17: 

“The prevailing wage was knifed by reaction- 
ary forces and not by the Roosevelt administra- 
tion,” says Rubin. 

Meany says it was Roosevelt. Rubin says it 
was not. 

This is. not a question of interpretation, It is 
a question of fact. Either Meany or Rubin is a 
liar. 

On May 23, Col. F, C. Harrington, WPA ad- 
ministrator, Roosevelt's man Friday, appeared 
before the House appropriations committee then 
holding hearings on WPA legislation, and rec~ 
ommended ending of the prevailing wage. He 
spoke for Roosevelt. 

On June 30 Roosevelt signed the infamous 
Roosevelt-Woodrum Relief Law, He attached 
to his signature a statement of four minor ob- 
jections he had to the law. The ending of the 
prevailing wage by the law was NOT one of his 
objections. 

When reporters Jater asked him how he felt 
about the WPA strike, Roosevelt coupled his 
“You can’t strike against the government” with 
a pointed declaration that he had not made any 
objection to the “security wage” provision when 
he signed the bill. 

ls Meany a liar? No, he is telling the truth. 

Rubin is the liar, A deliberate, sniveling liar. 
With the most conscious deceit, he and his Daily 
Worker tell lies, lies, lies. 


Morgan’s War 


Our last issue omitted a significant fact about 
the War Dictatorship Board which President 
Roosevelt appointed on August 9. 

As reported in the press, this board has been 
set up in accordance with the notorious Indus- 
tria] Mobilization Plan, and is to take over the 
country on the outbreak of war. The appointees 
are; Stettinius of U. S. Steel, Pratt of General 
Motors, Gifford of American Telephone and 
Telegraph, and Wood of Sears, Roebuck—four 
of America’s highest paid lieutenants of the Fat 
Boys—plus two academic advisers, Compton of 


Bund meetings. 

“The Bund,” he stated, “cooperates with ev- 
erybody who has the same aims and purposes 
that we have.” 


Not an Accident 


To its report of Coughlin's hypocritical dis- 
avowal of any connection with the fascist par- 
ade of August 19, the New York Times on 
Wednesday added the sentence: “The Socialist 
Workers party had planned an ‘anti-Fascist’ 
meeting in Union Square to protest the parade.” 

The identical sentence appears the same day 
in a story in the ultra-reactionary New York 
Sun, 

“HAD planned” means, in ordinary English, 
that the parade was no longer being planned. The 
casual reader would have assumed that, Cough- 
lin having disavowed the parade, the Socialist 
Workers party had called off the parade. 

Was this a mistaken use of grammer? Is it a 
coincidence that both the Times and the Sun 
made the same "grammatical mistake”? 

We don't think so. Just as it wasn’t accidental 
that neither these papers nor, for that matter, 
any other capitalist paper, gave any publicity to 
the anti-fascist counter-demonstration, except as 
fascist moves or police steps necessitated indirect 
mention of the anti-fascist action. 


The British government began distribution of 
1,500,000 gas helmets for protection of babies in 
event of war, What magnificent humanity the Brit- 
ish bosses display—saving the lives of even the 
kids of the poor—so that they may get bayoneted 
in the Third World Wart 


Fall Frolic 


DANCE & ENTERTAINMENT 


Saturday, September 16th at 9 p.m. 
at the IRVING PLAZA BALLROOM 


(newly re-decarated ) 
© Professional Entertainment 


"© Swing Band 


® Refreshments 


foxes Reserved for parties of 6 or more 


Tickets 75c On Sale at S.W.P. office 


SOCIALIST APPEAL 


The M-Day Plan Seen For W hat 
It ls--A Blueprint for Dictatorship 


The New York Times, Responding to the Bugle Call as 
War Comes Closer, Frankly Discusses the Meaning of 
The Industrial Mobilization Plan, and Yells “Hurrah!” 


By HAL DRAPER 

The day after the Roosevelt 
administration announced the 
setting up of the War Dictator- 
ship Board which will “take 
over” on M-Day and adminis- 
ter a military regime, the New 
York Times was ready with its 
editorial eye-wash. A study of 
the Times editorial of August 
11 on “Industrial Mobilization” 
is invaluable. 

The appointment of the ‘‘War 
Resources Board,” says the 
editorial, “is one of the most 
important steps yet taken in 
the industrial mobilization of 
the nation for war,” It "will 
blaze a fresh trial in the history 
of American national defense, 
for no such body has hereto- 
fore functioned in peacetime. 
. .." This is correct, Roose- 
velt is the first president to an- 
nounce openly that a military 
dictatorship will follow the out- 
break of any war the U, S. goes 
into, and more than that, to 
name the dictators in advance. 


A BLUE PRINT 
FOR DICTATORSHIP 

“In time of war the War Re- 
sources Board is to become a 
real power. . . . In addition to 
this kingpin board, which would 
in effect CONTROL GOVERN- 
MENT AND CIVILIAN’ RE- 
QUIREMENTS in accordance 
with the production capacity of 
the nation, many other emer- 
gency bodies . . . are scheduled 
to spring up, like legislative 
mushrooms, out of the lush soil 
of war, AND BETWEEN 
THEM ARE TO CONTROL 
EVEN THE MINUTIAE OF 
OUR DAILY LIVES." 

These other ‘ ‘emergency 
bodies" are listed: War Trades 
Administration; War Labor 
ithe first line of offense for 
stvike-breaking); Public rela- 


By NEIL WHITE 

NEW YORK, Aug. 17—Eight 
sheepish - looking individuals 
bowed their way into City Hall 
today to present a petition to 
“respectfully urge our beloved 
Mayor of the City of New York 
to deny or, if it has already 
been issued, to withhold the 
permit for Saturday's parade" 
of Coughlin fascists. 

Immediately upon entering, 
they were herded off into a 
corner by a beefy-looking cop 
in gold braid. 

“State your 
barked, 

“We have a petition for the 
Mayor,” quavered D. G. Plot- 
kin, secretary of the “Ameri- 
can Jewish Alliance,’ who 
headed the delegation, (His 
“Alliance” was formed two 
weeks ago with the blessing of 
the Stalinist party—and nobody 
else.) 

“He ain't in," announced the 
gold braid. 

“Well then,” said Plotkin, 
summoning up his last ounce 
of courage in the face of this 
formidable representative of 
the State,” will you please see 
that Acting Mayor Newbold 
Morris gets it?" 

“Sure,” said the kold braid 
soothingly, “we'll see that he 
hgets it, Now, if you" we finished 
your business. . . . 


business," he 


(Continued from Page 1) 
no one voted against an idea 
which is so obviously just, and. 
so enthusiastically supported 
by the workers. 

One speaker, a Stalinist, in 
desperation, made a frantic 
speech, supporting the idea of 
a referendum, but ending up 
with an appeal to “get out your 
hayonets if any one dares to 
attack these shores of our 
United States." 

Stalinist Is Answered 

No sooner had he finished 
than speakers popped up all 
over the hall, 

“Every war is a war of de- 


fense, if you listen to the boss 
pressi” 

“That's how they always 
fool us!” 


“Our enemy is right here at 
home, the DuPonts, the Mor- 
[gans and their like, Our war 
is against them, not against 
the workers of any other coun- 
try» 
“Yeah, we got a war on our 
hands right here, against real 
enemies, Our fight is against! 


tions (counterpart of Goebbels’ 
Propaganda Ministry); Selec- 
tive Service (the draft, to be 
administered in each town by 
the local industrial and finance 
Fat Boys); War Finance; Price 
Control (and wage control); 
ete. 

“These agencies,” continues 
the Times, “are to be set up 
in accordance with the care- 
fully studied and thoroughly in- 
tegrated Industrial Mobiliza- 
tion Plan of the fighting ser- 
vices, A PLAN FOR DIRECT- 
ING, CONTROLLING AND 
CANALIZING THE WAR LIFE 
OF THE NATION. , ..” 

One might wish that the 
workers were as clear about 
the intent of the government 
as is the Times. But just to 
clinch the point, the editorial 
goes on: 

“THE INDUSTRIAL MOBIL- 
IZATION PLAN IS, THERE- 
FORE, IN ESSENCE A BLUE- 
PRINT FOR DICTATOR- 
SHIP... .” 

NOT VERY PLEASANT 
--BUT INEVITABLE 

But the Times is against dic- 
tatorship—it's all for democra- 
cy, and so this sentence cannot 
be left standing as is, It isn’t. 
‘The sentence continues: 

“. . . THOUGH DESIGNED 
TO BE A DICTATORSHIP 
ADAPTED TO A DEMOCRAT- 
IC NATION INVOLVED IN A 
‘TOTAL’ WAR." 

Not that the Times finds this 
palatable—dear, dear, no. 

“Certainly none of this is 
very pleasant, but it is perhaps 
inevitable in this mad perlod 
of contemporary history." 

But take heart; “The ap- 


pointment of Mr. Stettinius and 
his associates should reassure 
the public against the fear that 
the Industrial Mobilization Plan 
might be made the instrument 


THESE STALWARTS, HAVING DONE 
THEIR BIT, ‘WON'T BE THERE’ 


Plotkin & Co. left. 

This reporter followed them 
out, managed to corner Rabbi 
Plotkin, and put the following 
questions to him: 

“Suppose the Coughlin Fas- 
cists' permit to march is not 
revoked, what then?" 

“We won't be around," Pilot- 
kin answered, “our work is 
done, everything is now in the 
hands of the City.” 

“well, I gently persisted, 
“suppose the Fascists actually 
march into Union Square on 
Saturday, even though your or- 
ganization will not be there 
may I quote you as in favor 
of the workers in general turn- 
ing out to stop the Fascists?" 

Plotkin took two steps back- 
ward, threw up his hands and 
intoned: 

“Our organization is a semt- 
religious organization, no we 
don’t advise the workers to go 
out in the streets to protest 
against the Fascist demonstra- 
tion, we do things respectably.”* 

With this, Comrade Rabbi 
Plotkin dignifiedly turned his 
back, signalled to his col- 
leagues to follow him and 
stalked majestically away to 
dismiss a maximum of 300 
“demonstrators” on whose be- 
half he had presented the peti- 
tion. 


CIO Affiliate Backs 
Referendum on War 


the whole rotten system, Let's 
not fall for the “Save, the 
World for Democracy bunk.” 

The full text of the adopted 
resolution was: 

“Whereas: All the nations of 
the world are preparing for an- 
other mass slaughter in which 
the workers will be asked to 
die for the profits of the bosses: 

"And Whereas; Roosevelt is 
spending billions for arma- 
ments in preparation for Amer- 
ican participation In this war; 

“And Whereas: It is the peo- 
ple and not the $10,000-a-year 
congressmen who suffer as a 
result of war: 

“Therefore Be It Resolved: 
That the WPA and Unemployed 
auxiliary of the UAW-CIO of 
Flint demand that Congress 
submit at once to the several 
states an amendment to the 
constitution which will provide 
that any proposal for the dec- 
laration of war or armed hos- 
tilities, against any nation or 
people, shall be submitted to a 
direct referendum vote of the 
people,” 


for oppression. . . ."" 

Before we turn back to the 
Times we wish to clarify this 
question of a dictatorship which 
is a democracy and vice versa. 
The editorial neglected to quote 
other examples of this strange 
mixture: we shal! do so, 

A FEW EXAMPLES OF DEM- 
OCEATIC DICTATORSHIP 

First, there is Greece. The 
reader may be under the im- 
pression that Greece is a bloody 
dictatorship ruled by the butch- 
er Metaxas, where as many 
workers have been slaughtered 
and where there are as many 
concentration camps (in pro- 
portion to the population) as in 
Hitler Germany. Where work- 
ers’ parties are outlawed, par- 
liament abolished, revolution- 
aries shot on sight. But the 
Times itself recently carried 
the following statement to the 
press by the Greek Consul Gen- 
eral in New York: 

“Premier Metaxas has been 
authorized to govern the coun- 
try by royal decrees and his 
authority therefore compares 
with that of Premier Daladier 
in France. Consequently Greece 
remains a democracy, .. ."" 

Or listen to the Times’ Rome 
correspondent, Arnold Cortesi, 
on January 2, 1938: 

“Premier Mussolini has de- 
clared more than once . . . that 
the so-called dictatorships are 
the world's purest example of 
democracy, ,, .” 

To clear up the natural ques- 
tion ‘as to what democracy is 
anyway, we can now mention 
another Times. editorial which 
appeared two days after the 
one on Industrial Mobilization, 
August 13. If is titled: ‘"Democ- 
racy is Freedom.” And “Dic- 
tatorship today means life reg- 
ulated by a policeman with a 
gun,’’ Since the latter sentence 
is a good description of life un- 
der the Industrial Mobilization 
Plan, as explained by the 
Times itself two days previous, 
it fs clear that by this time the 
editor has forgotten his M-Day 
editorial, as he hopes his read- 
ers have, 

To finish up on the Times, 
we cannot forbear revealing 
that its present attitude of re- 
gretful acceptance of the M-Day 
dictatorship is a change of 
line. 

Only last year, on April 10, 
1938, the Times ran another 
editorial on the Plan. Here is 
what it said then: 

“In effect the plan provides 
for government by fiat, with 
the President as absolute dic- 
tator of the nation's destinies, 
and with an emergency estab- 
lishment virtually superseding 
the Cabinet and executive 
branches of government. . . . 
It is a somewhat dubious trib- 
ute to the thoroughness of prep- 
aration and clarity of military 
thought that have gone into this 
plan to note that both Germany 
and Japan have patterned their 


industrial mobilization plans 
after ours... , It (the Shep- 
pard-May Mobilization bill) 


certainly should not be passed 
in its present form. For though 
it may help to achieve efficien- 
cy in the transition from peace 
to war, it does so at a price—' 
the price of freedom .. . it 
is a ‘surrender of democratic 
rights’ to a military autocracy, 
a legislated confession of our 
lack of confidence in those self- 
governing principles for which 
this nation long has stood four- 
square." 

This is the sign of the times. 
The boys are falling into line. 
The bugle Js calling, and every 
newspaper organ of the Fat 
Boys must do its duty. “Un- 
pleasant but perhaps inevit- 
able... .' 


et 
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STALIN 


by 
Boris Souvarine 


Publication date: Septem- 
ber 18th. 704 pages. Price 
on publication will be 
$4.50. 

By arrangements with 
the publishers a limited 
subscription edition of this 
important book will be 
published at a special pre- 
publication price of $3.50. 
Orders for this edition will 
be accepted only until 
August 3Ist. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 22,1939 


=IN THIS 
= CORNER= 


By Max Shachtman——— 


Father Coughlin has just added a new slogan to 
his armory, one borrowed from a companion-in- 
arms; “An attack upon Father Coughlin is am at- 
tack upon the Catholic Church.” 

Whether the Catholic hierarchy decides to ac- 
cept this identification of the Radio Priest and his 
movement with the Church itself, is beside the 
point for the moment, What we are interested in 
right here is the relation between Coughlin’s new 
slogan—and his fascist agitation in general—and 
the question of the freedom of religious belief and 


of worship, especially of the millions of Catholics 
in this country, 


Where We Stand on Religion 


Now, we do not pretend to be what we are not. 
The revolutionary Marxist movement is not a re- 
Higious organization; it does not propagate or sup- 
port religious doctrines or institutions, considering 
them harmful to the real interests of the working 
class; and there is no doubt that non-believers 
predominate overwhelmingly in our party. 

Yet, contrary to the slanders of red-baiters of 
the Coughlin type, we do stand for complete free- 
dom of religious belief and worship for every man 
and woman who wishes to exercize that freedom. 
We stand for it just as firmly as we support the 
full right of any person to be a rationalist, ag- 
nostic or atheist. 

A person's religion is, in our view, his private 
affair. This holds true even of individual members 
of our party who, if he happens to be a church- 
goer, does not have the demand made on him to 
abandon his religious affiliation as a condition for 
party membership. Lenin, whom we regard, along 
with Marx and Engels, as our teacher in these 
matters, even invited priests to become members 
of the Bolshevik party upon the one condition that 
they support the political program of the party 
and work for its victory, 

To be sure, while considering that religion is the 
private affair of each individual, the revolutionary 
party, as a party with a world outlook of its own, 
has its own position, which it feels free to voice. 
While it is not a mere atheist society, it is con- 
scious of the fact that it is the party ‘of the only 
remaining progressive force in society—the work- 
ing class. And this class, by its very position in 
society, is wedded to modern science. The party, 
therefore, be it in a minority or be it in control of 
the government, wholeheartedly supports the 
teachings of modern science, and does not abandon 
that support just because science conflicts with 
superstition or supernatural bellefs. 

Does this mean that a workers’ government 
would go in for police suppression of religion or 
religious institutions? Not for a minute! Such’ a 
government would confine itself to this policy: 
first, in the field of education, which could not be 
a private matter, it would teach all pupils and stu- 
dents the objective truths of modern science; sec- 
ond, not only would it completely separate the 
church from the state, but it would compel the 
church institutions to maintain themselves exclu- 
sively by the support of their respective flocks and 
not, as is the case nowadays, by means of special 
privileges and prerogatives which various religious 
institutions obtain from the state in one form or 
another, 

What serious and honest objection can be made 
to such a policy? 

Yes, replies the red-baiter, but what about the 
religious persecutions in Soviet Russia and in Loy- 
alist Spain? 

In both countries, we reply, the Church was not 
a purely religious institution, It was a big econom- 
ic institution (the Church was the biggest single 
capitalist in Spain!) and instead of confining itself 
to what it considered the moral precepts and tlie 
religious teachings of Christ, it identified itself in 
the most active way politically with capitalist 
reaction. 

And if the Church, or anyone else, enters pol- 
itics, and takes a position in the class war that 
goes on in modern society, it cannot legitimately 
object if it finds itself compelled to share the for- 
tunes of war. To protest the sanctity of rel 
when organized religion is up to its neck in politics, 
is the sheerest hypocrisy. 

We are not interested here in an abstract fight 
against religion or religious beliefs, to which we 
have always acknowledged fullest freedom. We are 
not interested in offending the religious sentiments 
of any person—quite the contrary. When Coughlin 
says we are, then the honorable gentleman ìs ly- 
ing. We are interested in fighting against Coughlin- 
in-politics, and that spells fascism, 


Coughlin Provokes Anti-Catholicism 

When Coughlin tries to take refuge behind’ the 
skirts of “religion” he is both hypocritical and 
cowardly, But more than that—and let every Cath- 
olic worker reflect on this point. By his anti- 
Semitic campaign, Coughlin is stirring up what is 
merely another kind of bigotry: professional anti- 
Catholicism, Many Catholics are beginning to un- 
derstand it and to feel disturbed. Only this morn- 
ing the press reported the “burning of a swastika 
on the steps of a Roman Catholic Church” in Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico, A few days ago, we re- 
ceived the first issue of the revived Ku Klux Klan 
rag, The Fiery Cross, published in Atlanta, Ga. 
1t is almost as violently anti-Catholic as Coughlin 
is anti-Jew. The new Imperial Wizard proclaims 
that ‘‘we shall ever strive to promote the interest 
of the native born, white, Protestant, Gentile Pop- 
ulation of America.” (That would leave out the 
Canadian-born Catholic, Coughlin}) 

How little the religious bigots of all kinds, whose 
record of mutual persecutiom and hounding reeks 
through the pages of history, understand in reality 
about the question of that freedom of religion 
which they accuse us Reds of violating! 


Says Representative Dewey Short (R., Mo.); 
“The wage-hour law is just the NRA in disguise 
and if the NRA taught us anything it was that any 
attempt to force the members of any industry to 
conform to universal and uniform standards is 
ruinous", Yep, 25 cents per hour is communism, 

* 2 * 

Eleanor Roosevelt says: My own great hope, in 
what seems to me a rather baffling world, is the 
attitude which young people. with all their diffi+ 
culties, seem to preserve, There is always the note 
of optimism among the real leaders and an ideal- 
ism which I marvel at their being able to preserve 
in the present situation." She knows what is being 
cooked up for youth. 


